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Chamber Premium Members

Gold Members
A+ Printing
A.L.C. Services
AT&T, Inc.

Albright Insurance Agency, Inc
Jack Bowker Ford Lincoln
Cable ONE
City of Ponca City
ConocoPhillips
DanceyMeador Publications, Inc
Eastman National Bank
Evans and Assaciates Enterprises,
First National Bank of Oklahom4
Hays Sign
Kaw Enterprise Development Authol
KIXR FM Sunny 104.7
Oklahoma Municipal Power Author|
Osage Casino
Osage Nation
Parker Pest Control, Inc.
Personnel Staffing, Inc.
Ponca City News
Primerica Financial Services
RCB Bank
Mike Ruckert Farmers Insuranc|
Rick Scott Construction, Inc.
Sooner Construction Companyj
Superior Renovations
TPI Staffing Service

Silver Members

89.7 The House/Praise 88.7
Food Pyramid

Oklahoma Natural Gas Compatrj
Ponca City Discount Foods

Bronze Members

Brandt ds Ace
Century 21 Group One Realtor
Cherokee Strip Credit Union

Comfort Inn & Suites

Davis Moore Auto Group

Ron M. Kreger, M.D. & Staff
Lindsay Manufacturing, Inc.
Larry Murphy Insurance Agency,
Pryse Monument Company

Team Radio
WBBZ AM 1230

Albright Abstract & Title Guaranty Compgny

Hospice of North Central OK, Ing.

Lee Evans 2012 Chamber Chair

Lee Evans is the 2012 Chamber Chair. Lee
is Vice President of his family owned business
Evans and Associates. Lee attended Oklahoma
State University graduating in 1984. He
earned a master 6s
State University in 1990.

After graduating from Oklahoma State
University, Lee married Laura Jones and went
to work for Arkansas Louisiana Gas Company
in Shreveport, Louisiana. He held several positions
between 1984 and 1997 in several different
locations while employed with the company
and in 1997 moved to Ponca City work in
Lee Evans, 2012 Chamber Board Chajh e family business, Evans & Associates.

vy Lee and Laura have a son Lee Jr. who is currently attending Oklahoma State
University. Prior to moving to Ponca City, Lee served as Chairman of Paint Your
Heart out Shreveport for 2 years, was a graduate of Leadership Shreveport, a pa:
member of Shreveport Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, Altus Chamber
of Commerce Board of Directors, and Altus Military Affairs Council.

Since moving to Ponca City, Lee has served on the Ponca City Area Chamber o
Commerce Board of Directors, Ponca City Development Authority, Poncan Theatre
Board, Salvation Army Board, and Oklahoma Asphalt Paving Association Board of
Directors, as well as a graduate of the Ponca City Citizens Fire Academy. In Octobel
2011 Lee was appointed by Governor Mary Fallin as a lay member to the Oklahoma
Judicial Nominating Commission.
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118" Annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet
Thursday, January 26"
Get Your Tickets Today!

Ha The 418' Annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet celebrating Ponca City and
the work of our Chamber of Commerce will be held on Thursday, Januérst26
6: 30 p. m. in the ConocoPhillips Atriu

Thi s year 6s banqguet wi || featur e t
highlighting our Chamber Member accomplishments, several special award
“presentations, great food and outstan

stolhand Heating & Air Conditioniig the Chamber Banquet! Janet Martin with Eastman National Bank and Past Chair

of the Chamber of Commerce will be the master of ceremony for the evening.
Pastor Andy Taylor with First Baptist Church will give the invocation.

Continue page 2.
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Continued from page 1.
Daren Wilson will be recognized for his leadership as Chair of the Board for 2011. Lee Evans w
few words as he takes over as the 2012 Chair of the Board.

Several special awards will be presented during the banquet including Ambassador of the Year, T
Hughes Award, Business of the Year, Industry of the Year, Gary Martin Outstanding City Employee
Volunteer of the Year Award and Outstanding Citizen Award.

The banquet will have open seating with the exception of our Premium Gold Members, Outs
Citizens and Ambassador Committee, who will have reserved seating.

The meal will be prepared by ConocoPhillips Executive Chef, Michael Turner.

During the dinner professional entertainer Kevin Wilson, who is also brother to Daren, will entertain
everyonel!

Ticket price is $40 per person. If you would like to make reservations for the banquet please p
chamber office at 768400 and we will add you to our guest list. We do have limited seating for the b
and we were sold out last year.
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Banquet Entertainment
Kevin Wilson is from Okemah, Oklahoma and got h

moved to Nashville, Tennessee, where warked at
Opryland Theme Park and played for numereesues in
Nashville. Kevin has opened for artists sashGeorge
Jones, Loretta Lynn, Diamond Rio, Lonestand Merle

has been host and featured singer for the Country To
Theater in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee for the past

Tonite Theater.

start in the music business in 1993 at Fiesta Tej
Theme Park in San Antonio Texas. In 1994 Kewin

IS
xas

Haggard among others. The
was his 3 appearances on the Grand Ole Opry. Kevin

hite
11

years. In addition to being emcee and featured singer,
he is also now the writer and director of the Country

Ponca City Chamber Banquet Dinner
Prepared by ConocoPhillips Executive Chef Michael Turner
January 26, 2012

Winter Green Salad with Apples
Tossed greens with apples, bacon, candied pecans and maple balsamic dressing

Cabernet Braised Beef Short Ribs
Boneless beef short ribs braised in savory cabernet sauce and served with fingerling potatoes and roaste

Triple Chocolate Spoon Cake
A giant layer of chocolate custard between two layers of dark moist chedodsiehed cake

Strawberry Amaretto Torte
Chunks of sweet strawberries layered between alrflenkled cake soaked with amaretto

l aspar
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RCB Bank to host Chamber Banquet Reception

RCB Bank will host the Chamber Banquet Reception at their downtown locatidf aid2Grand Avenug
from 47 6 p.m. on Thursday, January™6Lee Evans, Chamber Chair thanks RCB for hosting this fun
and hopes all Chamber Banquet ticket holders will attend this event prior to the banquet at ConocoPH

D
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illips.

Just a reminder you must have a ticket to the Chamber Banquet to attend this event. We will enjoy |ncredil

food, drinks and fellowship prior to the banquet. Please join us.

2011 Outstanding Year for the Chamber

As we start another year in Ponca City | want to reflect on what an exciting year our Chamber had in
give all the credit to our Chamber Members and our Chamber leadership team headed up by Daren \
Albright Insurance Agency!

Our top focus at the Chamber is always our local economy! We are excited to see our Ponca City sa
dollars stable with some growth this year. Our hotel/motel tax is in the middle of a record setting yeal
is exciting.

We also keep track of how many Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies we have in a year. We feel this reflects
economy and many times shows growth in our business sector. This year our Chamber of Commerc
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies. That is the most we have had in the 7 years | have been here. Of these 35 Ribb

Cutting Ceremonies 23 were held for brand new businesses to Ponca City including one large industr
is incredible! 11 Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies were for businesses that had either a major remodel or
a larger location. These Ribbon Cutting events showcase dollars invested in Ponca City. We had ong
Cutting Ceremony for the new playground equipment at Lake Ponca. Thank you for shopping Ponca
making all this possible.

We also like to look at our Committee Meetings and track involvement in our Chamber projects. This
again set record attendance with participation. We continue to have lots of volunteers making a diffel
Ponca City. Our Business after Hours has been over the top in attendance, food and fun! We are bo
every month until 2014. That is awesome! Our Ponca Politics have been well attended along with our

Lunch and Learns. Our Party at the Palace/Chamber Auction was record setting in every area! Agai
you, it is so appreciated!

In 2011 we had outstanding participation in our Community Wide Holiday Giveaway, PIE Partners, Cf
Bucks Program, New Teacher Luncheon, Crazy Days, PRIDE Program, Ponca City Day at the Capitg
Leadership Ponca City 2&lass and Member to Member Discount Card.

These are exciting times in Ponca City and with the Chamber of Commerce. It is always fun to reflec
year especially when you have success. Know that as we look forward to 2012 we will work even ha
set the bar even higher. We will continue to focus on our economy and make sure Ponca City is the
everyone wants to work and live. That is a promise we will make and a promise we will keep!
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Chamber Reportd January 2012
By Lee Evans, 2012 Chamber Chair

The first thing | want to do as your Chamber Chair for 2012 is once again acknowledge and thank Daren Wilsol
for his leadership, hard work and dedication over the last year as your ChamberfiCtiar.uGhamber was

truly taken to another level once again with record shattering levels of participation in committees, number of
ribbon cuttings, attendance at the Business After Hours and other Chamber events, continued membership
growth initially started by Sue Lunsford, and so many other ak@ed by your fearless leader Rich Cantillon
and an Anawesomeo Chamber Staff, 2011 was a remar

While during 2012 our main focus will be on continued Chamber membership retention, growth, and providing
value to our members and community, the annual Chamber retreat held early in December 2011 identified
several other areas that the Board of Directors and Executive Board will examine and discuss over the next
few months.Those in attendance were the current Board members, new Board members, and seffarial ex
membersThe t houghts and ideas generated at the retr

| am excited about the challenge of being your Chamber Chair, following in the shadow of so many great leade
of the past, and am looking forward to working with everyone over the nextAetre same time | have no

doubt or concerns that our tremendous and bright team of hard working, extremely dedicated volunteers and
Chamber staff will continue to achieve greatness, as we all work in unison to continue moving the Chamber
and Ponca City in a positive, forward directioNe ar e expecting fAanother gr e

Juned December 2011 Tourism Activity
By Crystal Bickford, Tourism Coordinator
Tourism Vision:
filncrease attendance at our local events and attractions while promoting Ponca City more locally including
Ponca City, surrounding areas and on a state
Tourism Bureau:
Chair: Mike Collins
Members: Mary Anne Potter, Barbara Rozell, Echo Blanton, Joey Campbell
Tourism Advertising:
1 Branding/Marketing Ponca City Tourism: Novemb&r 8
Brand Ponca City Competition
Open to community
Over 175 phrases submitted
$50 chamber bucks to submitted phrase winner
f Tourism Event Sponsorship Ads:
Best of WaterCross Finals Ad
Ponca City Grand Nationals MotoCross Ad
Standing Bear Pow Wow Ad
1 Renewed Oklahoma Today Advertising Agreement for 2012
1 Ponca City News bmonthly upcoming events Ad
Tourism Event Promoting:
1 Event Press Releases:
Singles in Agriculture National Fall Festival
Pioneer Woman of the Year 2012
2" Annual Renaissance Winter Ball 2011
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Tourism Groups:
Completed (8):
1 Scotland Travel Writers
June 78"
Andrew Dickson & Pamela StadttDerek
Mackenzie Hook & son Ronnie
Gold Wing Road Riders Associatiort! Bnniversary
Celebration
June 18, Eastern Heights Christian Churf
Welcomed over 100 motorcyclists to Pon
City
Singles in Agriculture, National Fall Festival
September-&1th
65 SIA members in attendance
Ponca City Tourism hosted welcome receptipn
& lunch
Great time had by all
Travel Writers FAM Tour September 18
6 Travel Writers & 2 OK Tourism Representati
Ponca City Tourism hosted lunch
Group toured Marland Mansion & Standi
Bear Museum
Brazil Ranch Tour Group
October 2728"
15 visitors in attendance with OTRD
Blubaugh Angus Ranch
Pink Heals Tour
October 2728"
Marland Mansion public viewing
Grand Vacation Club
November 280"
25 visitors in attendance
Ponca City Holiday Tour
December 8
Two buses expecting 105 visitors
Upcoming (1):
1 FreeWheel 2012
June 1516"
Ponca City host city for last night
Meeting with Director on November 29th

Q
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Tourism Partnering:

1  Tourism Industry Pride Training: July 19
Head Country BaB-Q Restaurant
Pioneer Woman Museum
Holiday Inn Express
Conoco Museum

1 Red Carpet Country of Oklahoma Board Meetipg:
August 30", Ponca City Chamber of Commerge
Ponca City Tourism hosted lunch for attep-
dees

1 Cart & Co. Tourism Evaluation
Experience Ponca C
first hand as any tourist would get to see it.
Grade customer servideattractions & restaurant
Reviewed each attractions evaluation with
them personally
Overall a positive impact as it allows us t
perfect our tourism product(s)

t
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i Tourism Speaking Appearances:
Ponca City Noon AMBUCS June %80
Ponca City Noon Lions July 13
Newcomers Group August 18th
Tourism Trade Shows/Conferences:
Attended (4):
1 Just for Her Expo, Kansas City Kansas
June 24" Overland Park Convention
Center
Distributed over 900 Visitor Guides & Fans
AARP Life @ 50+ National Event & Expo, Los
Angeles, CA
September 224" Los Angeles Convention
Center
Distributed over 200 Visitor Guides &
500 Fans
Oklahoma Governors Tourism Conference, Tul
October 225", Renaissance Hotel &
Convention Center
Great motivational speakers & breakout
Sessions
Biker Friendly Business
QR Codes
Social Media Manager
Dallas Travel & Adventure Show, Dallas Texas
November 1213", Dallas Convention
Center

Distributed over 600 Visitor Guides & Fans

Higher traffic volume than last year per
Oklahoma Tourism staff
Upcoming (7):

1 McAllen International Travel Show, McAllen Texas

1 ABA (American Bus Association) Marketplace,
Grapevine Texas

1 Kansas Sports, Boat and Travel Show, Wichital
Kansas

1 Wi chita Womenés Fair,

1 Ft. Worth Vacation, Leisure & Outdoor Show, H
Worth Texas

1 St . Louis Working Wom
Louis Missouri

1 Just for Her Expo, Kansas City Kansas

Tourism Merchandise (3,245):

1 Distributed over 30 "

1 Distributed over 2050 Visitor Bags

1 Distributed over 1165 Promotional Items (outsi

trade shows)

Hotel/Motel Tax Collections
R 1 July through November 2010 : $284,987.52
Yy 0s qt 034l thruBh NdVeRttio614 {($807,967.08
q 2011 increase over 2010 : $22979.56
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F&N = AVOIRKES

0TI'S THE SEASON

David Myers
Ponca City Development Authority
You may think webre too | ate and in one respect,
season began but opening day is really the first day
It is, alas, election season, with all of the benefits and privileges thereto. As you can probably guess, PCDA
does not take sides in an election but we can help t

that ballot. Those certain things are issue points and not related to any candidate in particular. The problem is that
candidates tend to seize issues and run with them and by the time they figure out the actual consequences of their positio
they are committed. They either have to fAbreako the
learned too late was probably ill advised.

Take sales taxes. Now for transparency, remember that PCDA is funded through a voter approved sales tax
there is a vested interest at play here. Nevertheless, | ask that you consider a few things before you hear much more
from people who call for a national sales tax in lieu of the federal income tax.

These calls, which seem to be increasing, seem to forget a couple of things.

First, we already have one, several actually. While some pundits say a national sales tax should replace the
income tax, | have yet to hear anyone say whether or not it will also replace existing sales taxes. Government, you n
recall from your civics class, is not a singular noun. The federal income tax funds the national government. Current
sales taxes help fund state and local government. Will a national sales tax of, say, 16% mean that federal, state and
local governments split this? Or does it mean there will be a 16% national sales tax plus, in our case, the existing
8.66% sales tax?

| f the feds need all 16 %, then do the math and vy
City of 24.66%.1f our evehelpful national politicians insist that sales taxes should, from now on, only be used for the
federal government, how do we make up for the lost revenue to state and local governments?

This is more than just an academic discussion. Throughout the United States, (certainly in Oklahoma and in
California where | grew up) sales taxes are a major
probably sophisticated enough to know that you canot

Let us also not forget about the impact of a national sales tax in the era of groviimg sales. The new sales
tax would have to be applied to on line sales or you and | would shop on line all the time, instead of in the local store:
that employ our neighbors and pay many other local taxes. We already penalize businesses that actually invest in ot
communities by giving their eline counterparts an 8.66% competitive edge. If sales taxes tripled ding sales

continued to be exempt, | ocal stores would close anc
our <cities and towns? Itdés probably a moot point,
the playing field between virtual and physical sltor e

ortline purchases for a variety of reasons to lengthy to go into here.

Finally, there is the impact to spending and the economic fallout that will hit local businesses. Anyone who
tells you that the consumer will rationalize that they will gladly pay an additional 16% since they no longer have to pa
income taxes is living in a dream world. It will drive down spending. This will drive down local jobs and investment.
This will drive down the economy which will drive down taxes collected. This, in return, will drive up the sales tax
rate to make up for the drop in sales taxes collected which will drive down spending even further. The end result will
likely be a call to return to the income tax since sales taxes at that high level are an unreliable way of puttingrgur milita
in the field or handling other critical federal responsibilities.

The point, of course, is that this season will bring a number of ideas that may appear to make sense in a vacuu
Youbre probably aware that we dondt |l ive in a perfec
important that we consider the consequences no matter how great the sound bite may be.

We have a big responsibility and a future to prof
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Volunteers that help with Newsletter

Each month RSVP volunteers come to the Chamber Office to help us
put the monthly Newsletters together. They are a special group of
people! We appreciate what they do for us. Here is a list of who
helped this year: Arlyn Bauer, Jean Bowlin, Don Colson (deceased),
Roy Furr, Glenda Garriga, Blanche Giles, Wanda Hess, Becky Huffer,
Nancy Hursh, Marie Krisle, Net®icCartney, Evelynn McCutcheon,
Duane Nichol, Ann Overbolt, Ben Owens, Mary Owens, Shirley Porter,
Rosemary Ramsey, Muriel Sherman, Lois Skaggs, Lorene Stalcup,
Ruth Thiele and Hal Wimsett. Several never missed a month! Thank
you!

i Duane Nichol,retired farmer, is one of many volunteers that come on a
regular basis to the Chamber Office and put together welcome packets
for visitors to Ponca City.In 2011 our Chamber/Tourism Office
volunteers put together almesD00 welcome bags that were then

| dispersed to various group$ourismStaff and volunteersave also

| distributed33,800 Visitors Guides this year throughout the state of
| Oklahoma and at our various tourism shows held in 7 different states
| and in Europe.
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CWHG Wrap Up!

| want to thank everyone that participated in the Community Wide Holiday Giveaway! This was a record
setting year.
We had 90 Chamber Member Businesses participate! It would not happen without all of you participating

Thank you!
We distributed 1 million 344 thousand ticketseé.
We candét thank our | ocal Radio Stations enough

since we partnered with our locally owned Radio Stations! Thank you!
We had a great turnout of volunteers last night to help at the office. Our Chair is Erin Liberton with City
Nati onal Bankéthank you!
What is most exciting iswe onlyhadteder aw one ti meé. that is incred
Our winners include Rick Harmon, Sue McBride, Cindy Coburn and Kimberly Page who each won $500.
Randy Engle and Roy Miller who each won $1,000. Our $5000 winner is Tanya Reed! Our $5000 winning
ticket number came from Sears!
This year we had tickets drawn from:

United Way

Jack Bowker Ford Lincoln Head Country

Kaw Smoke Shop Pemberton, Inc.

Sears Walmart

Hobby Lobby Smith Home Furnishing
Food Pyramid Plaza Wine & Spirit
Sprays Ponca Bowl

Hi Fi Systems Quality Water

Sun Loan Walgreens

Tractor Supply Company WBBZ Am 1230
Woodridge Market Ponca City Discount Foods

Merry Christmas and thank you for Shopping Ponca First
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Meet the 2012 Leadership Class

Shawna Taylor

Holmes, Yates,
Taylor
& Johnson
Associate Attorney

1 Spouse:

Trevin
Interests/Hobbies:

Poker

Reading

My Chihuahuas
1 Civic Organizations:

Humane Society Board

il

Stacy Tiger
University Center at Ponca City

Executive Director

Management Team

Spouse: Interests/Hobbies:
Steve Reading
Children: Shopping
Jordan
Garrett
Lily

Civic Organizations:
Board Member: DVS of NO
Board Member: Standing Bear
Ponca City Rotary

Kacey Whitener

Eastman National Bank
Personal Banker

Interests/Hobbies:
Swimming

il

Exercising
Anything active
OU Football!

1 Civic Organizations:
Peachtree Landing Board

Leadership Alumni to have Luncheon

All Ponca City Leadership Alumni are invited tq
luncheon on Friday, January™8tarting at 12 noon |
the dining room of the Ponca City Country Club. (
for the luncheon is only $5 however everyone is a
to also bring either a cash donation or an item to be
the Teen Pep Program.

Leadership Alumni are PIE Partners for the T
Pep Program. Items needed at this time are di
sizes 1,2,3,4, baby shampoo and powder. They d
need baby wipes at this time.

Dr. Smith, Teen Pep Coordinator, will speak al
the program during the luncheon. 1t is also a g
opportunity to reconnect with your class members

Please RSVP by January 10if you plan to attend.
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PONCA CITY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 2012

OFFICERS
Chair, Lee Evans
Chair-Elect, Natalie Fraser
Vice Chair, Dr. Steve Tiger
Treasurer, Ryan Schwabe
Immediate Past-Chair, Daren Wilson
President, Rich Cantillon

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Terms Expiring 12/31/2012 Terms Expiring 12/31/2013 Terms Expiring 12/31/2014
Barry Bickle Bill Coleman Laura Corff
Bobby Gibson Jeff Cowan Court Davis
Natalie Fraser Ken Luttrell Terron Liles
Karl Sosebee Joe Theobald Wendy Stobbe
Robyn Ryan Nancy Tyndall David VanBuskirk

EX-OFFICIO DIRECTORS
Board of Education - Dr. David Pennington
City of Ponca City — Mayor Homer Nicholson
City of Ponca City — Craig Stephenson
Northern Cklahoma College — Dr. Cheryl Evans
University Center at Ponca City — Stacy Tiger
Pioneer Technology Center — Dr. Steve Tiger
Ponca City Medical Center — Andy Wachtel
Ponca City Development Authority — Larry Murphy
Ponca City Main Street — Jayne Detten

DIVISION CHAIRS

Organization & Membership Development
Lee Evans

Government Affairs
Natalie Fraser

Business & Community Development
Dr. Steve Tiger

CHAMBER STAFF
Rich Cantillon, President
Crystal Bickford, Tourism Coordinator
Nancy Kruckeberg, Director of Finance
Donna Hingtgen, Executive Assistant

PONCA CITY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY STAFF
David Myers, Executive Director
Laurence Beliel, Katherine Long and Cynthia Brown
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January Business of the Month

WBBZ is the Chamber of Commerce Ponca City Business Council Business of the Month for January.
Shown with Phil Turney and Nala Watkins is committee members Sue Lunsford, Mike Culver and Earl Ball.

Only 3 board members were unable to attend the¢ Daren Wilson, 2011 Chamber Chair and Lee Evans,
2011 Chamber Board Retreat held at the Evan's Far@iBi2 Chamber Chair are shown with Fred Morggn,

Big Fork Ranch.Legislative issues were discussgdState Chamber CECFred facilitated the recent
along withgoals set for 2012The Chamber Board] Chamber Board Retreat held at the Evans Family

holds an annual retreat the first Thursday of Decemb#gig Fork Ranch.During the retreat Fred presente
each year to look at a variety of issues and topics. | the State Chamber's 10 Key Principlédso ideas

These retreats have proven to be very beneficial{tand challenges for 2012 were discussed by boar
the growth of the Chamber. members.
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