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 Gold Members 
A+ Printing 

A.L.C. Services  

AT&T, Inc. 

Albright Abstract & Title Guaranty Company 

Albright Insurance Agency, Inc 

Jack Bowker Ford Lincoln  

Cable ONE 

City of Ponca City 

ConocoPhillips 

Dancey-Meador Publications, Inc. 

Eastman National Bank 

Evans and Associates Enterprises, Inc. 

First National Bank of Oklahoma 

Hays Sign 

Kaw Enterprise Development  Authority 

KIXR FM Sunny 104.7 

Oklahoma Municipal Power Authority 

Osage Casino    

Parker Pest Control, Inc. 

Personnel Staffing, Inc. 

Ponca City News 

Primerica Financial Services 

RCB Bank  

Mike Ruckert Farmers Insurance 

Rick Scott Construction, Inc. 

Sooner Construction Company 

Superior Renovations 

TPI Staffing Service 

 

 Silver Members 
89.7 The House/Praise 88.7    

Food Pyramid 

Hospice of North Central OK, Inc. 

 Oklahoma Natural Gas Company 

Ponca City Discount Foods 

 

 Bronze Members 
Brandtõs Ace Hardware 

Century 21 Group One Realtors 

Cherokee Strip Credit Union 

Comfort Inn & Suites 

Davis Moore Auto Group 

Ron M. Kreger, M.D. & Staff 

Lindsay Manufacturing, Inc. 

Larry Murphy Insurance Agency, Inc.  

Pryse Monument Company 

Stolhand Heating & Air Conditioning 

Team Radio 

WBBZ AM 1230  

December, 2011 

Volume 33, Issue 12 

118th Annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet 

Thursday, January 26th  
The 118th Annual Chamber of Commerce banquet celebrating Ponca City and the work of 

our Chamber of Commerce will be held on Thursday, January 26th at 6:30 p.m. in the   

ConocoPhillips atrium.   
 

Prior to the Chamber banquet RCB Bank downtown, 2nd and Grand Avenue, will host a   pre

-reception for Chamber banquet ticket holders only from 4 ï 6 p.m.  This will be a great ad-

dition to the Chamber banquet. 
 

This yearôs Chamber banquet theme is ñPonca City Iséò and will feature the 2011 Chamber 

video highlighting our accomplishments, the presentation of awards for the year, great food 

and a musical presentation by artist Kevin Wilson from Tennessee.  Janet Martin will be the 

mistress of ceremonies for the evening, and Pastor Andy Taylor, First Baptist Church, will 

give the invocation.   
 

Daren Wilson will be recognized for his leadership as Chair of the Board for 2011.  Lee Evans 

will say a few words as he takes over as the 2012 Chair of the Chamber Board. 
 

Several special awards will be presented during the banquet including Ambassador of the 

Year, Larry Hughes Award, Business of the Year, Industry of the Year, Gary Martin Award, 

Volunteer of the Year Award and Outstanding Citizen Award.   
 

Ticket price is $40 each.  If you would like to make your reservations for the banquet please 

phone the Chamber office at 765-4400 and we will add you to our guest list.  We do have 

limited seating for the banquet and we were sold out last year. 
 

Banquet invitations will be mailed out early in December. 

2011 Community Wide Holiday Giveaway is in Full Swing! 

Make sure you ask for your tickets! 
We are right in the middle of the Chamberôs 2011 Community Wide Holiday Giveaway  

promotion sponsored by The Ponca City Business Council.  $13,000 dollars in Santa Bucks 

will be given away this year with 90 Chamber businesses participating.   
 

The big Santa Buck drawing will be held on Tuesday, December 20th. To win you must listen 

to your favorite Ponca City radio station starting at 7 p.m.  If your ticket number is drawn, 

you will have 5 minutes to phone the Chamber office.  Then depending on where you live,  

you will have up to one hour to present the ticket at the Chamber office, located at 5th and 

Grand Avenue, downtown Ponca City.  
 

When shopping with our participating Chamber businesses this Christmas season you will 

be given one ticket for every $10 you spend with the participating business. These tickets 

give you the opportunity to win Santa Bucks.  
 

There will be 10 ticket numbers drawn, each worth $100 in Santa Bucks, and published in 

the Ponca City News on December 4th, December 11th, December 18th and December 28th. 

In the grand prize drawing we will give $9000 in Santa Bucks to 7 lucky winners! 
 

This is an outstanding project of the Ponca City Area Chamber of Commerce to encourage 

shopping Ponca First.  It is also a great way for our merchants to show their customers their 

appreciation for shopping Ponca First.                                                   
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You have 6 months to redeem your Santa Bucks with any of the participating Chamber Holiday Giveaway businesses. 
 

This past year almost 1.3 million tickets were given out representing almost $13 million in Ponca City Christmas sales!! 
 

For more information contact the Chamber office at 5th and Grand, Ave. call 765-4400 or go to our web site at 

www.poncacitychamber.com. 

2012 Chamber Board Nominees 

The Nominating Committee of the Ponca City Area Chamber of Commerce under the leadership of Lee Evans 

have put forth these names to be added to the 2012 Chamber Board of Directors: Laura Corff, Court Davis, 

Terron Liles, Wendy Stobbe and David VanBuskirk. 
 

The 2012 officers nominated for election include Chair Lee Evans, Chair-Elect Natalie Fraser, Vice Chair Dr. 

Steve Tiger, Treasurer Ryan Schwabe, Immediate Past Chair Daren Wilson and President/CEO Rich Cantillon. 
 

Other board members for 2012 include Barry Bickle, Bobby Gibson, Karl Sosebee, Robyn Ryan, Bill Coleman, 

Jeff Cowan, Ken Luttrell, Joe Theobald and Nancy Tyndall. 
 

Ex-Officio Directors include Dr. David Pennington, Mayor Homer Nicholson, Craig Stephenson, Dr. Cheryl 

Evans, Andy Wachtel, Larry Murphy and Jayne Detten. 
 

Chamber Staff includes Nancy Kruckeberg, Director of Finance, Donna Hingtgen, Executive Assistant and 

Crystal Bickford, Tourism Coordinator. 
 

Additional names of candidates for Chamber Board of Directors can be nominated by petition bearing the   

signatures of at least 15 Chamber members together with the signature of the person nominated, indicating his 

or her acceptance to serve if elected.  Such petition shall be filed with Lee Evans not less than 15 days   before 

the Chamber Board meeting on December 21st.  If no petition is filed, the nominations shall be closed and the 

nominated slate of candidates shall be declared elected. 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for American Red Cross  

Tuesday, December 6th    
 

The Chamber Board of Directors and the Ambassador Committee will have a ribbon cutting ceremony for the American 

Red Cross on Tuesday, December 6th at 2 p.m.  The new offices are located at 205 W. Hartford Ave., Suite 110. Wendy 

Stobbe is the director. 
 

Everyone is invited to attend this special event and see their new offices.  

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Two Rivers Casino   

Tuesday, December 13th    
 

The Chamber Board of Directors and the Ambassador Committee will have a ribbon cutting ceremony for Two Rivers 

Casino on Tuesday, December 13th at 10 a.m.  This new casino is located in White Eagle at 101 White Eagle Drive. 
 

Everyone is invited to attend this special event and see this new casino.   
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Shop Ponca First 

     The Chamber of Commerce is always touting the slogan ñShop Ponca Firstò.  Why is this slogan ñShop 

Ponca Firstò, so important to the Chamber?   

     First this slogan ñShop Ponca Firstò reminds us to always try to look first at what our retail stores have to 

offer in Ponca City before we make a purchase.  I truly believe that if you will always look here first you will 

find quality merchandise and a wide selection to choose from.  By ñShopping Ponca First,ò you will truly make 

an impact on our local economy.  

     Mayor Homer Nicholson recently explained during a Ponca Politics Forum how much our local sales tax 

dollars benefit our community and keeps our city strong financially.  When you look at police, fire, streets, 

parks, recreations etc. you have to realize all of these important functions of our city are funded by local sales 

tax dollars made possible by you ñShopping Ponca First.ò 

     You also need to think about our school booster clubs, United Way, our various local organizations plus all 

the events held throughout the year for the enjoyment of our community.  A large portion of their needed funds 

to operate come from our local business and industry donating to each of these causes.  Without Ponca City 

business and industry how would these important things happen? 

     Here is another important reason to ñShop Ponca First.ò  When you shop local you are providing needed 

jobs for our local citizens who are your neighbors and friends!  You also are providing tax dollars to help fund 

the Ponca City Development Authority which in turn helps continue to grow our local economy.  Where would 

our   community be without PCDA? 

     So help us spread the word to ñShop Ponca Firstò and help provide jobs, funds for needed projects and 

events plus keep our city government and local economy thriving!  We need you to ñShop Ponca Firstòé.we all 

benefit when this happens!!   

     One more thing to remember while you are ñShopping Ponca Firstò at Christmas time we are the only community 

where you can shop and have a chance to win up to $13,000! So keep that in mind and ask for your tickets! 

Thank you Bag Lady Boutique and Beauty Bar, Mazzioôs Italian Eatery 

and Tyndall Dentistry for hosting the November Business after 

Hours.  It was awesome! 

Natalie Fraser and her daughter, Harper, attended the BAH for November.  

We believe Harper had a wonderful time! 
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Chamber Report- December 2011 

By Daren Wilson, Chamber Chair 
 

The old saying is ñtime flies when you are having funò!  There is so much truth to that statement!  This year 

seems to only have lasted the blink of an eye, however, I feel we have accomplished so much for our chamber 

members!  As I end my year as Chair of the Ponca City Area Chamber of Commerce, I am happy to reflect on 

so many great things that occurred during this past year.  We have such incredible volunteers that give tireless 

efforts to the betterment of not only their individual businesses and community, but also to the success of 

YOUR business and YOUR community!   
 

Congratulations to Dorada Foods for their Ribbon Cutting and Grand Opening!  We very much appreciate you 

bringing your business and job opportunities to Ponca City!   
 

Our executive board had the great opportunity to attend the Oklahoma Chamber of Commerce Executives  

Volunteer Leaders Training day in Oklahoma City.  We heard from many great speakers who taught us all the 

great things we are doing correctly and also gave us many new ideas where we can add value to your membership!   
 

Congratulations to Rich Cantillion for being named the committee chair for the governmental affairs committee 

of the Oklahoma Travel Industry Association.  What a great honor for Rich and a fantastic opportunity to 

showcase the leadership of Ponca City to the rest of Oklahoma! 
 

Each month I have the opportunity to attend our great committee meetings for our Chamber.  We continue to 

enjoy fantastic attendance and it is making a difference in our Chamber and our Community!  If you are not 

currently active in a committee, please find one of interest and contribute your time and ideas.  You can con-

tact the Chamber office directly at 765-4400 for information on all areas where you can get involved! 
 

I have been highlighting a Chamber Committee to educate our membership of all the areas available to them to 

support and be involved.  This month I would like to highlight Chamber Board of Directors 

 

Chamber Board of Directors ï The objective is to govern and set policy for the Chamber; 

make decisions representing the membership; provide direction, support and necessary 

resources to carry out the Chamberôs business plan. 

Membership:  Elected by the membership and by appointment  

Meeting Time: 4th Tuesday of the month -  11 a.m.  

Meeting Place: Chamber Office- Pat Hughes Board Room 

Chair: Daren Wilson 
 

In closing, I would like to share my appreciation to many that assisted me throughout the year and to wish all a 

great holiday season and Happy New Year! 

 

All the leaders in our community that I have the great pleasure to work beside- your constant work to    

improve our quality of life in Ponca City is unmatched! 

All Committee Members of the Chamber- your work is incredible and evident! 

Rich Cantillion, Nancy Kruckeberg, Donna Hingtgen and Crystal Bickford - you guys inspire me!   

My fellow board members at Eastman National Bank- thank you for your encouragement and support! 

My fellow co-workers at Albright Insurance Agency, Inc.- the best staff hands down! 

My family- thank you for allowing me the time to give back to the BEST COMMUNITY IN WORLD! 
 

Ponca City isééAWESOME! 
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Tourism Report ï December 2011 

Crystal Bickford, Tourism Coordinator  
 

Itôs beginning to look a lot like Christmas, soon the bells will ring! Okay, okay, I know I should probably stop 

singing and get back to writing this articleé The garland is hung, the lights are strung and the trees are     

decorated. The scenery is beautiful now all it needs is a touch of snow!!!  

Wow all that talk about Christmas and I almost forgot to tell you about the excitement that took place in      

November. Ponca City Tourism has certainly been busy. We held a very exciting contest for the community to 

help ñcoin a phraseò and brand Ponca City. We received over 150 submissions and one lucky individual will 

soon be announced and receive $50 in Chamber bucks for putting their creative mind to work. It was truly in-

spiring to read the variety of phrases and realize the many great thoughts about our beautiful, rich and historic 

home called PONCA CITY!!! 

Ponca City Tourism attended the Dallas Travel & Adventure Show in November. The show was a great success 

and had a much higher attendance than previous years. We distributed over 600 visitor guides and promotional 

items to the attendees. I had many questions about where Ponca City was located therefore I informed them it 

was an easy drive straight up I-35. But if they reached Kansas then they went just a tad too far and needed to 

turn back around.  

Ponca Cityôs Christmas season officially began on November 23rd with the annual community tree lighting 

ceremony at City Hall. The Christmas tree was lit and everyone in attendance enjoyed the traditional Christmas 

carols performed along with reading of óTwas the Night before Christmas. Santa Claus made a special appearance 

as rumored so it was a good thing that all children, both young and young-at-heart, were on their best behavior.  

That same evening, the Festival of Angels Lighting display hosted their annual ñNight the Lights Go Onò 

event at Lake Ponca Park, L.A. Cann Gardens and the Pioneer Woman Museum.  This was a wonderful night 

for the families to come out and experience the holiday season.  

December is here and there is a lot of holiday fun to have!!! You wonôt want to miss ñA Tuna Christmasò as it 

stars our very own Phil Bandy and Dave May. I understand there will be over 40 costume changes!! Many 

more festive events are on the calendar such as the Downtown Christmas Parade, the Tree of Life and Tree 

Lighting Ceremony, Home for the Holidays, the D.A.R. Holiday Party, the 2nd Annual Renaissance Winter 

Ball, Breakfast with Santa 2011 and ñThe Best Christmas Pageant Everò.  Oh and donôt forget the Festival of 

Angels Lighting Display and the Nativity Festival will take place all month long. Ponca City truly is where the 

lights burn bright inside and out!!!  

Donôt forget to check out our website, www.poncacitytourism.com for information on all of our upcoming 

events. If you have any questions please feel free to call me or stop in and see me at the Ponca City Chamber 

of Commerce.  

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!! 
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WHATôS SHAKING? 

David Myers 

Ponca City Development Authority 
Where were you when the earth moved? 

The earthquake of Saturday, November 5th caught a lot of Oklahomans off guard. We all understood what it was 

we felt, but here?  We get tornados sure, but earthquakes? 

As a former Californian, the state with the fourth highest number of earthquakes in the nation, Iôve been asked 

about the quake a lot. My favorite response is that the economy of California has gotten so bad that even the earthquakes 

are leaving (not my line). Nevertheless, people have asked for my opinion because Iôve been through a number of   earth-

quakes and they were unsure about what the Oklahoma earthquake meant.  

I guess that since I was born in San Francisco and raised in Los Angeles, and rode out dozens of smaller earthquakes, 

as well as a few truly major shakers, I was the defacto expert on the subject. I say ñwasò because now that weôve all    

experienced a true earthquake, weôre all expertséjust ask us.  

In my dwindling role as the local earthquake ñexpert,ò here are a few points: First, the ground in an earthquake, 

for all practical purposes, simply does not open up during a quake and swallow things. Thatôs way too Hollywood and basi-

cally untrue. Second, our quake was a moderate earthquake but not a major one or even a strong one.  The strength of an 

earthquake is measured logarithmically by the Richter scale.  What that means is that a 5.6 quake is exponentially more 

powerful than the 4.7 foreshock that hit several hours before. It also means that a 5.6 is exponentially less powerful than 

a 6.0, the point at which a quake is typically considered strong.  In an earthquake between 5.0 and 6.0, true Californians 

will throw money on the table and bet on the size and location of the quake.  Anything over 6.0 is too scary.  Under 5.0, 

one simply asks someone if they ñfelt it.ò  At 5.6, you just pick up what fell down and either collect or pay up.   

While quake size is important, there are other factors that determine the significance of the shaker.  The location 

is the most obvious.  We felt the quake a lot less in Ponca City than our friend Tim Burg did in Shawnee, just 30 miles 

from the epicenter.  The depth of the quake matters too. A more shallow quake, such as the November 5th one, is felt 

more than a deep one.  The type is also important.  A ñslip strikeò where the opposite sides of the fault move in different 

directions, may or may not be felt more than a ñthrustò in which one side goes over the other. There are other factors as 

well, including ground acceleration, which determines if a quake is considered major, strong, moderate, etc. 

Our earthquake happened on a known fault and generated the expected aftershocks, (thatôs when the earth settles).  

There was nothing exceptional other than that it was bigger than normal. I say normal because we have several earthquakes 

a year in Oklahoma. In fact, the chances that an earthquake is happening in Oklahoma right now are good, and the 

chances of an earthquake happening right now in California are excellent.  Theyôre just too small for us to feel. 

Earthquakes, particularly large earthquakes, are true natural disasters but certainly generate less damage in the 

United States which has more modern building standards than in some other parts of the world. In California, we used to 

design structures for a 8.2 earthquake, which I have personally never felt and have no desire to experience (my biggest 

was 7.4 and I was 75 miles from that). 

Earthquakes are much feared, however, because the very ground we live on shakes.  In California, I spent far 

more time reassuring prospect companies about the threat of an earthquake than I do here about tornados.  The threat was 

overstated and the facts back this up. The Northridge Earthquake of 1994, a 6.7 quake, for example, killed fewer people 

than did a two week long cold snap in Chicago at the same time. Since a 6.7 quake is something like 32 times more  

powerful than our 5.6 shaker on November 5th, you can see that any threat from our moderate quake was minimal.    

The Oklahoma earthquake was not major and was nothing to worry about. It does not suggest anything.  Itôs a 

normal geological reaction to the earthôs constant movement and this was our turn. It doesnôt change the script of    Okla-

homa as tornado country but there is no question that we will field queries about the quake for some time.     

It is equally true that we can never again say that we do not have earthquakes here. The truth, however, is that 

neither we, nor anyone else on this planet, should have ever said that in the first place. 
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Ribbon Cuttings 

Embellished located at 205 East Cleveland 

Host Analytics, Inc. in City Center Building Suite 502  

3B Bail Bonds located at 3006 North 14th Street 
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