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2010 Census Stand up and be Counted! 

 

Spark conversations.  Take any opportunity for the next few months to talk to those you 

meet about the importance of the census and its benefits to your community. For example, 

your neighbors may have recently seen census workers in the area. Explain that they likely 

witnessed address canvassing, an operation in which census workers walk through  

neighborhoods gathering information to update maps and address lists.    
 

Show Your Support.  Local leadership groups will be putting up yard signs in February 

and March to support the Census.  A sign in your yard lets others know you support the 

Census and plan to stand up and be counted.   
 

Fill out the questionnaire and mail it back.  This is the shortest Census form in history: 10 

questions that should take about 10 minutes to answer.  Accurate census data guides funding 

decision for our community and affects our representation in Congress, but not until every 

person in our county and state fills out the form and mails it back in.  If you have not       

received a census form by April 1, please pick one up at your local city office, library or 

community gathering place.    
 

 Top 10 Reasons to fill out the 2010 Census 

1.   Itôs Important: Census information can determine Kay Countyôs representation in Congress,  

       and planning decisions for all of Kay County.   
 

2.   Itôs Easy: The Census form is 10 questions and it takes less than 10 minutes to answer and return. 
 

3.   Retailers, Restaurants and New Businesses Look at Census Numbers: National retailers,       

       restaurant and business chains consider population when looking at new markets to open businesses.  
 

4.   Census Affects Funding in Kay County: More than $400 billion is allocated each year in  

       federal and state funding for neighborhood improvements, public health, education, transportation and         

      more. Help ensure Kay County gets its fair share of federal and state funding by responding to   

      Census 2010.   
 

5.   Census Affects Your Voice in Congress: Population data is used to apportion seats in the U.S.  

      House of Representatives and to redistrict state legislatures.  
 

6.   Census Affects Your Representation in State and Local Government Congress: Census results are   

      used to define legislature districts, school district assignment areas and other important functional        

      areas of government.  
 

7.   Census Informs Your Communityôs Decisions: Data about changes in Kay County is crucial to   

      planning decisions, such as where to provide services for the elderly, where to build new roads         

      and schools or where to locate job training centers 
 

8.   Your Cityôs Funding and Benefits:  Whether you reside in Ponca City, Newkirk, Tonkawa,    

      Blackwell or any community in Kay County, you benefit from Census data in aspects form          

      education to social services.  
 

9.   Itôs Required by Law: Information is combined with responses from across the country to        

      provide summary data used by various local, state and federal agencies.  
 

10. Itôs Confidential! All responses are protected by law: Title 13, U.S. Code, Section 9. 
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2010 Membership Campaign! 

How would you like to help your chamber grow its membership base? 

How would you like to earn an extra $100 in Chamber Bucks every time this happens? 

If you answered ñI wouldò to both of these questions here is how you can helpéé.. 
 

During 2010 for every new business membership received and paid in full, the individual who brought that new business 

in as a chamber member will receive $100 in chamber bucks.  Yes it is true. For every business you bring in as a new 

chamber member and when the membership is paid in full,  you will receive $100 in Chamber Bucks! 
 

Just think, 5 new members means $500 in Chamber Bucks could be yours! 
 

We also need both individuals and organizations to become part of our Chamber!  For every new individual member or 

new organization you sponsor that joins and is paid in full,  you will receive $25 in Chamber Bucks. 
 

We need your help.  We need new business, organizations and individual memberships to help fulfill our Chamber 

Business Plan!  You could really help us with this effort to grow our membership, and we could help you with some 

extra spending money! 
 

Will you say YES? 
 

This is how the program works. 
  

1. Come by the Chamber office and pick up a membership application, membership brochure and business plan to    

       show the prospective member the cost, how we operate and our goals for 2010. 

2.    Visit the prospective member. 

3.    Sign them up! 

4. Return the signed membership application and the new memberôs check, if possible, to the Chamber office.       

      (Remember we can invoice them but you will not receive your Chamber Bucks until the membership investment is   

      paid in full ). 

5.    When the member investment is paid in full you will receive the Chamber Bucks! 

6. Spend your Chamber Bucks with a Chamber Member! 
 

Guess what? Then you can go out and do it again! 
 

In order to earn the Chamber Bucks, the new Chamber Member can not have been a member during the     

previous 12 months. 

 

 Everyone benefits from this programé.the Chamber, the member recruiting, the new member who joined and our 

chamber businesses that accept chamber bucks! 

 

 If you have any questions contact the Chamber office at 765-4400, or email rich at rich@poncacitychamber.com 

 

The Business of  the Month for February, 
as selected by the Ponca City Business 
Council is Brace Books and More located 
at 2205 North 14th Street.  Go by and 
check out what this outstanding Ponca 
City business has to offer in the way of  
merchandise and in quality customer service!  
You will be impressed!! 
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Sue Lunsford  

Chamber Chair 2010  

Rich Cantillon and I had the honor of representing our Chamber at both the Perry Chamber 

Banquet on January 18th and the Tonkawa Chamber Banquet on January 21st. Daren and 

Melissa Wilson were our representatives to the Newkirk Chamber Banquet, also on January 

18th. Future Chamber Banquets include Kaw City and Blackwell events. Itôs always a pleasure 

to visit with our counterparts from other communities, share our successes and learn from 

theirs. We look forward to welcoming these Chambers to our Banquet as well.  

 

Rich and I also attended the Martin Luther King Interfaith Breakfast on Martin Luther King 

Day, January 18th. The food was delightful and the messages by various community leaders 

most inspiring. Rev. Rick Hughes, pastor of Victory Worship Center where the event was held 

and a Leadership Ponca City graduate, gave the keynote address, and offered a wonderful mes-

sage. We hope there can be an even larger turnout next year, and encourage the participation of 

Chamber members. Itôs well worth it!  

 

Have you reviewed the 2010 Ponca City Chamber of Commerce Business Plan (formerly 

called Program of Work) yet?  There are many opportunities for YOUR active involvement 

and choices to meet every interest. Look them over, and find the one (or two or more!) com-

mittees that YOU can contribute your knowledge, skill and enthusiasm to. Believe me, you 

will benefit as well!  You can either call the Chamber to express your interest and sign up, or 

mail the form on the back of the Business Plan. Also, a big THANKS to those folks who have 

agreed to serve as committee chairpersons.  

 

You will be hearing more about our 2010 Membership Campaign in the next few monthsébe 

ready to help grow our Chamber membership base. We have a great group of folks planning 

activities, and we expect EVERYONE to be involved! 

 

At our Chamber Banquet I mentioned ñGa-du-giòéthe Cherokee term which means ñworking 

together towards a common goalò.  The word Ga-du-gi was derived from the Cherokee word 

for ñbreadò, which is ñGa-duòé Ga-du-gi in original Cherokee means ñputting together the 

breadò.  This was done when parched corn flour, wild onions, and beans were mixed to make 

traditional bean bread, a much relished and tasty food for community feasts and social events.  

Today, Ga-du-gi is encouraged in many communities to instill greater community awareness. 

To me, this seems to fit right in with the Chamberôs mission statement:  ñTo serve as the    

business communityôs catalyst for leading the Ponca City area into a growing, diversified and 

prosperous future.ò    

 

 Best Wishes for a Prosperous New Yearé.Ponca City is the Place to Be!! 
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Meet the 2010 Leadership Class  

(For the next several months we will feature class members) 

 

 
 

 

Kelly 

Murphy 
Larry  

Murphy  

Insurance 

Agency  

Agent 

ÅMarried    - Kelly Murphy, spouse 

ïEmerson, 10-2009 

ÅCivic Organizations: 

ïChamber of Commerce 

ïMain Street Authority 

ÅAwards/Honors: 

ïPast President of IIAOK Young Agents 

ïCertified Professional Insurance Agent Designation 

ïCertified Insurance Service Representative Designation 

ÅSports/Hobbies: 

ïGolf 

Nancy 

Rathbun 

 

Completely 

Quilted 

Manager 

ÅMarried  - Tim Rathbun, spouse 

ÅCivic Organizations: 

ïFamily Consumer Sciences Advisory Board 

ïPC Area Quiltersô Guild 

ïMain Street Authority 

ïChamber of Commerce 

ÅAwards/Honors: 

ï2007 Best New Business of the Year 

ÅSports/Hobbies: 

ïQuilting, crocheting, traveling, and family game nights 

10 Reasons to shop Ponca City First! 
Why shop at a locally owned business first? The following 10 reasons show how more money spent at a local Ponca City business is 
reinvested in our community creating diversity and helping Ponca City maintain its unique appeal and keeps our local economy strong! 

 
¶ 1. Shopping Ponca City creates jobs . Shops in Ponca City create local employment and self-employment. These people in    
         turn spend in our local economy and the tax dollars they generate help keep our city strong! 
¶ 2. Local businesses invest more in Ponca City . Local businesses are proportionally more generous in their support of local  
           charities, schools, and community events. So supporting local businesses means a financial impact on Ponca City. 
¶ 3. Local businesses sell a wide range of great products at affordable prices . Many people get out of the habit of shopping  
           locally and are then surprised by the range of products and gifts available right here in Ponca City.  Check out what our  retailers  
           have to offer! 
¶ 4. Shopping local saves you money . Out of town shops have done a good job of convincing us all that local businesses =  
            expensive. If you add travel, fees to transfer larger items and your time, the overall cost is often much higher. Please                        
            consider all the costs you might have before you make that purchase. 
¶ 5. Shopping local retains our communities . People donôt like losing shops and services in Ponca City but donôt equate this to            
            how they spend their money.  In order for our businesses to stay open they have to have customers! 
¶ 6. Shop Local retains our distinctiveness . Independent shops create distinctive shopping experiences and stock different               
            products. Local businesses respond more quickly to the needs of local customers, stocking products to meet the changing     
            population needs. 
¶ 7. Shopping local saves the environment . Local shops often stock a high percentage of local sourced goods which do not               
            require long car and bus journeys, helping reduce our global footprint. 
¶ 8. Local shops are for everyone . Most people can get to Ponca City businesses easily and this is especially important for the    
         elderly, young adults with children and people without transportation. 
¶ 9. Ponca City stores value you more . Evidence from numerous surveys show people receive better customer care and service  
           when they shop local.  It is no different here in Ponca City!  Our businesses survive by their reputation and repeat business which      
           means you get a higher standard of service. 

¶  10.Shopping local saves services . Private and public sector services cluster around shops. As shops disappear so do hairdressers,  
              banks, and restaurants, etc. 

Soé.shop smart, shop Ponca First!      
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Kristi Brown  

Tourism Coordinator  

 

 January started off with a BANGé in a big way!  I attended my first trade show of the 2010 season, 

and my first trade show with Ponca City Tourism, on January 8-10.  The show was in McAllen, Texas, which 

is about as far South as one can travel in Texas without crossing into Mexico.  The show caters to snowbirds 

and retirees who stay there during the winter months.  Oklahoma was well represented, with 13 booths from 

our state, including the state of Oklahoma Tourism Department.  It was a fun, informative, and productive 

weekend for me.  It was great being able to ñsellò Ponca City to so many eager faces, and also great to have a 

weekend swapping ideas and suggestions with seasoned travel professionals.   

This month I also attended the Fort Worth Vacation, Leisure and Outdoor show on January 29-31.  It 

was the day AFTER the Ponca City Chamber Banquet (WHAT A GREAT EVENT), so I was a little weary 

from getting up so early, but quickly got into the groove of selling Ponca City to a different set of Texans.  It 

was a great show and I think weôll have some good traffic from it.  We also did a brochure co-op with State 

Tourism at the LA Times Travel and Adventure Show on January 30-31.  Februaryôs trade show schedule   

includes stops at the Wichita Womenôs Fair on February 12-14, and the St. Louis Working Womenôs Survival 

Show on February 19-21.  Ponca City tourism will also co-op with the Kaw Lake Association at the 56th      

Annual Kansas Sports, Boat and Travel Show on February 18-21.  Itôs a lot of work, but being able to meet 

face-to-face with this many potential visitors, and plan an itinerary that is just right for them or their group is a 

wonderful opportunity.  Hopefully our hard work will pay off and weôll see a lot of out-of-state visitors in the 

next few months. 

Speaking of visitorsé..Ponca City had a great one recently when Discover Oklahoma, the amazing 

weekly television show hosted by Ron Stahl and Jennifer Eve, came to town to film a segment on our own 

Head Country BBQ Sauce and Restaurant. The show was interested in both the production aspect of this award 

winning BBQ sauce, as well as the mouth-watering items served up in the restaurant. Feedback from the     

production staff has been great.  The turnout at the restaurant the day of filming was fantastic. Watch Discover 

Oklahoma on Saturday evenings, this should be a great segment. 

Also be sure and catch our March-April Ad in Oklahoma Today magazine. The issue is on ñChick 

Tripsò, which is the new lingo for womenôs travel. Weôve worked with the people at Oklahoma Today and 

have a great ad that caters to women. It includes some of our upcoming event information, and Iôm really 

PROUD of it. One of my main goals is to increase both the number of motor coach tours and travel groups 

coming to Ponca.  If January is any indication, I think my goal will be accomplished!   

 Iôm working on MANY items I feel will benefit Ponca City Tourism; it seems the phone never stops 

ringing (that is good). I have stayed busy writing itineraries and proposals for groups (just last week I met with 

3 different groups, interested in bringing a total of 150 people to Ponca City), working on ads, promotional 

pieces, trade shows, and publicizing events. I have managed to create a FACEBOOK page for Ponca City 

Tourism (weôre looking for fans!) and post on it several times a week. I also keep the event calendar updated 

on our website, so make sure you give me a call if youôve got an upcoming event. Even though I feel like Iôm 

in the eye of a tornado each day --- I love it! And Iôm always available to speak with people within our      

community who have thoughts or ideas on Tourism. Drop by or give us a call, weôre here for you. As I said, 

the phone never stops ringing! 
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Ponca City: Oklahomaõs New Global Village 

 David Myers 

Ponca City Development Authority 
 

 Are We There Yet? 

 According to the experts, the current recession ended in the fall. I say current because the terms and definitions 

we used to use really donôt cut it anymore. Recession used to be the time when GDP, jobs and other things economic were 

being cut. Recovery followed and the factory called back the laid off workers. 

 This system changed during the recession of 1991-92. If youôre old enough to recall, there was much discussion at 

the time about the restructuring of the economy, the real beginning of modern globalization. The wall was down, China and 

India were ramping up and we simply didnôt have the play in the economy anymore to just rebuild the way we  formerly did. 

 So the recession may be technically over, but the question remains if recovery has begun. 

 National jobless claims rose unexpectedly in December and January. The Dow Jones dropped over 500 points in 

one three day stretch in late January and the President has even told his political allies that health care will have to wait for 

economic recovery. With these recent indicators, one can forgive the skeptical. 

 It is likely, although unknowable until well after the fact, that we at least hit bottom as a nation in 2009. Nationally, 

this probably happened in the spring of ô09 and locally we likely did so last fall. If this is true, we were one year late     

getting into the recession and six months late hitting bottom. Recovery itself, however, is not the same as hitting bottom. 

 Recovery means that orders, investments and ultimately new jobs begin moving up. New jobs will never happen 

until new orders hit the market. Investments will wait until there is sufficient confidence in the marketplace to believe that 

investing are sound and will bring a return on investment that is superior to what might have been gained had the money 

been placed elsewhere. 

 Case in point, the stock market of last year. For all our belly aching, the stock market performed very, very well in 

the last three quarters of 2009. While this is certainly positive and few complained, the high rate of growth provided an 

investment with returns superior to almost every other investment option last year. In this overly simplified example, why 

invest in new housing, (and create the need for more garage doors, air conditioners, housing amenities and other things 

built in Ponca City) when double digit returns, and an easy exit if necessary, were coming from Wall Street without the 

long term commitment? 

 At the same time, commercial lenders were not lending, and therefore not paying high returns, and therefore not 

attracting investment to be used for growth producing activities. This self -licking ice cream cone hasnôt changed a great 

deal as commercial credit remains extremely tight making job producing investment scarce. Many continue to speculate 

that there are still a large number of underperforming loans in the marketplace, commercial and residential, that will keep 

many lenders on the side lines for a while longer. Others believe, your truly among them, that a credit tightening was  

overdue and that any assumption of returning to the ñnormalcyò of the 2005-2008 credit world is wishful thinking. 

 Orders, however, have indeed begun to return to the market, albeit slowly. Hiring may not have returned in any 

robust way but we are seeing people return to work both locally and nationally, good signs in a weary market but not yet 

indicative of a rush back to strong growth. The recent job losses nationally and the market hits in late January remind us 

that a double dip remains a possibility. 

 So the answer to ñare we there yet?ò must be ñnot yet.ò  It is arguable that the recovery may have begun, but job 

growth will lag for some time. Companies have figured out a way to do more with less so it should be no surprise when 

they do just that, even as the phone starts to ring again.   

 There is, however, a consensus emerging that brings both relief and a degree of confidence. We have seen the  

bottom of the worst recession since the Great Depressionéand we have survived. 
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Ribbon Cuttings 

A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was held for Associated Therapeutic Services located at 106 North 
5th Street.  Becky Livesay is the owner.   

L-R holding the ribbon is Joe Theobald; Kathleen Buck (ATS Client Liaison); Coby Livesay, married to 
Becky; Becky Kroeker Livesay, Owner/Director; Tanya Kennedy, (Alcohol/Drug Counselor); Kim 
Young (Therapist); and Daren Wilson also holding the ribbon. 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was held for the new Village Country Store Gift Shop  

located at 220 Village Circle on the Opportunity Center property.  Julie Grigsba is 
shown cutting the Ribbon.  All proceeds from this store benefit the Opportunity Center. 

Shop Ponca First 


